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         FOIL UPDATE   9th September 2022  

 

Defendants mandated to use the Damages 

Claims Pilot from 15th September  
By way of the 150th Update, amendments are made to Practice Direction 51ZB – The Damages 

Claims Pilot, which supplements the Civil Procedure Rules 1998. These come into force on 15th 

September 2022. 

PRACTICE DIRECTION 51ZB now reads (with emphasis added): 

 

In paragraph 1.6, in sub-paragraph (2)—  

a) in paragraph (a), at the end, omit “and”; 

b) after paragraph (a), insert—  

“(b) the claimant must give the defendant the notice referred to in paragraph 1.9(2)(a) unless it is 

impractical to do so; and”; and  

c) renumber what would previously have been paragraph (b) as paragraph (c).  

2) After paragraph 1.8, insert—  

“1.9  

(1) If all of the conditions in sub-paragraph (2) are met—  

(a) the defendant’s legal representative must—  

(i) register with MyHMCTS and secure access to the DCP before the claim is started;  

(ii) notify the claimant that they are instructed; and  

(iii) provide the claimant with their email address for claim notifications; and  
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(b) the claimant must—  

(i) provide the defendant’s legal representative’s email address for claim notifications to the court 

using the DCP when starting the claim under section 2 of this Practice Direction; and  

(ii) notify the claim to the defendant using the procedure set out in section 3 of this Practice 

Direction.  

(2) The conditions referred to in sub-paragraph (1) are—  

(a) the claimant gives the defendant at least 14 days’ notice of their intention to bring a claim using 

the DCP; and  

(b) the defendant has instructed a legal representative before the claim is started.”.  

3) In paragraph 2.2, in sub-paragraph (6), omit the words from “and who has confirmed” to “from 

the DCP”.  

TRANSITIONAL PROVISION  

1) The amendments made by this instrument apply to a claim only where notice under paragraph 

1.9(2)(a) is given on or after 15 September 2022. 

This publication is intended to provide general guidance only. It is not intended to constitute a definitive or complete statement of the law on any 

subject and may not reflect recent legal developments. This publication does not constitute legal or professional advice (such as would be given by a 

solicitors’ firm or barrister in private practice) and is not to be used in providing the same. Whilst efforts have been made to ensure that the 

information in this publication is accurate, all liability (including liability for negligence) for any loss and or damage howsoever arising from the use of 

this publication or the guidance contained therein, is excluded to the fullest extent permitted by law.  

  


